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Sample Bishop’s Letter
May be read from the pulpit or inserted into the parish bulletins.
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Our diocese will soon take up the national collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD). Your support for this collection brings change to communities across the country and empowers those living in poverty to transform their communities into reflections of the Kingdom of God.

Since 1969, the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) has refined an approach that combats poverty by empowering organizations in local communities to identify solutions to the root causes of poverty and injustice.

[Insert local CCHD-funded program examples, or use example below]

[bookmark: _Hlk108794160]Restorative justice is a strategy for preventing crime and fostering community reconciliation by reducing repeat offenses and enhancing the well-being of individuals and communities affected by crime. Measures include victim-offender dialogue, educational programs, accompaniment of vulnerable youth, and reentry preparation for those currently incarcerated.

For more than 30 years, the Restorative Justice Mediation Program (RJMP) in San Diego County, California, has partnered with law enforcement and other county government agencies to foster dialogue between offenders and victims of crime and to prepare inmates for release by offering reentry and vocational programming. With funds received from CCHD, RJMP received approval from the California Department of Corrections to introduce its Peacemakers Institute, which allows inmates to reduce time served by participating in reentry and vocational programs. With this approval, RJMP offerings can now be found in carceral institutions throughout California, both state and federal facilities.

Your support for the collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development helps organizations like RJMP to build on their success by implementing innovative approaches to community justice and transformation.

Please prayerfully consider how you can help CCHD this year. If you would like more information about the collection and the people it supports, visit www.usccb.org/cchd. To support the national efforts of CCHD with an online donation, please use this QR code or visit #iGiveCatholic at igivecatholic.org/story/USCCB-CCHD.
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Thank you for joining us to work on the margins and break the cycle of poverty.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

(bishop name, title, and signature)
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