
The Chair of  
St. Peter the Apostle

Feast—February 22
While the Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul, celebrated on June 
29, focuses on the martyrdom of St. Peter, this celebration 
draws attention to his role in the Church. The “Chair of St. 
Peter” is an image of his seat of authority—an authority that 
was given not for his own personal gain but so that he could 
be a source of unity for the Church. Jesus told Peter, “I have 
prayed that your own faith may not fail; and once you have 
turned back, you must strengthen your brothers” (Lk 22:32). 
Today, this feast reminds us of the significance of the ministry 
of St. Peter and the succession of popes who followed in 
his footsteps. 
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