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USCCB Transmits Liturgy of the Hours, Second Edition to Holy See

Six months after the final vote on its elements by
the body of bishops, the manuscript and
accompanying documentation of the Liturgy of
the Hours, Second Edition was transmitted to the
Holy See’s Dicastery for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments on May 29, 2025,
the memorial of Pope St. Paul VI. The Committee
on Divine Worship, meanwhile, continues to plan
for the implementation of the new translation of
the Divine Office once it is confirmed.

Previous updates on the progress of the breviary were given in the March 2015 and
January 2022 issues of the Newsletter. The Secretariat of Divine Worship now provides
this latest update as excitement continues to build for this important ritual text.

USCCB Approvals since 2022

Most non-Scriptural elements of the Liturgy of the Hours were translated by the
International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL). Its translation of the
Ordinary — principal rubrics for celebrating the Hours — was approved by the USCCB
in June 2023. From 2023 to 2024, ICEL also provided two large fascicles of extra
materials not originally foreseen by the USCCB scope of work approved in 2012.
These materials included new translations of the General Instruction of the Liturgy of
the Hours, antiphons, hagiographical introductions of the saints, introductions to the
Lord’s Prayer, long and short responsories, psalm titles and headings, rubrics, and
versicles. The goal was to provide translations that were harmonious with the elements
already prepared and approved, as well as consistent with existing liturgical
translations. These fascicles, entitled “Supplementary Texts” and “Additional Texts,”
were thoroughly reviewed by the Committee and Secretariat prior to final modification
and approval by the USCCB at their June 2024 plenary meeting.

Meanwhile, work progressed on elements proper to the dioceses of the United States.
Texts related to U.S. saints and blesseds — mostly Second Readings for the Office of
Readings — were researched and consolidated into a fascicle, and additional textual and
ritual adaptations for use in this country were developed into a second fascicle. These
texts were approved in June and November 2023, respectively.

Finally, the Doctrine Subcommittee on the Translation of Scripture Text completed its

work on revisions to the New American Bible, Revised Edition. A biblical text
consisting of the 2010 Old Testament, 2018 Abbey Psalms and Canticles, and 2024
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New Testament was approved by the USCCB Administrative Committee for devotional use of the faithful in
September 2024, and the body of bishops approved it two months later to serve as the liturgical Bible for the United
States. As reported in the April 2025 Newsletter, the liturgical Bible was confirmed by the Holy See on April 13, and
work is proceeding on the Bible’s publication. Readings from the liturgical Bible were incorporated into the
manuscript of the breviary, and they will also form the core of the future Lectionary for Mass.

The table below, previously presented in the News/etter in 2015 and 2022, is now complete. Further updates on

the progress of the project will continue to be posted at USCCB.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgy-of-the-
hours/liturgy-of-the-hours-second-edition.

ICEL Green Book ICEL (or U.S.) USCCB Vote
Gray Book
1) Advent, Christmas May 2014 December 2015 June 2018
2) Lent, Triduum, Easter December 2015 March 2017 (Proper of Time)
3) Ordinary Time December 2015 July 2017
4) Four-Week Psalter May 2016 December 2017 June 2021
5) Commons, Dead November 2017 July 2019 (Additional Intercessions,
. . Psalter Concluding
6) Proper of Saints November 2018 April 2020 Prayers)
7) Hymns (included in the above) June 2019 November 2019
8) Ordinary April 2020 May 2021 June 2023
9A) Supplementary Texts N/A May 2023 June 2024
9B) Additional Texts N/A February 2024 June 2024
10) USA Texts, Adaptations N/A November 2022 June 2023
and June 2023 and November 2023
11) USA Scripture N/A August 2024 November 2024

Preparing the Final Manuscript

A preliminary submission containing a large tranche of material and documentation was transmitted to the
Dicastery in January 2024 for its officials to begin reviewing the modifications and general indications proposed
by the USCCB. The final submission sent this month included amendments and documentation for the ICEL
Supplementary and Additional Texts, plus the complete manuscripts of the four volumes of the Liturgy of the
Hours. Preparing manuscripts of this magnitude — while maintaining the usual high level of thorough editorial
review to ensure that the bishops’ amendments and other decisions were accurately included — was a great
challenge for the Secretariat of Divine Worship.

The unique structure of the Liturgy of the Hours, compared to the other books of the Roman Rite liturgy, resulted
in an equally unique process of translation by ICEL and review by the USCCB. Like the Roman Missal, Third
Edition, the text was translated, reviewed, and approved in parts over a long period of time. Because individual
elements of the text are often repeated and reused, even between volumes, ICEL provided its translations grouped
by type: hymns, antiphons, responsories, prayers, etc., rather than producing one manuscript translation of the
editio typica. This grouping of translations by type allowed these individual elements of the breviary to be
organized into tables where they could be sorted and compared to one another as part of the review process to
ensure consistency, eliminate duplicates, and correct variant translations of the same Latin text.

Texts not translated by ICEL, namely the Abbey Psalms and Canticles, readings from Sacred Scripture,
miscellaneous headings, and U.S. proper texts and adaptations were also put into tables to simplify review.
Scripture readings were pulled automatically from a draft digital format of the liturgical Bible prepared to aid the
bishops in their own review of the text for approval.
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Not counting duplicates, these tables contain:
e 2252 antiphons, e 585 prayers (511 drawn from the Roman Missal
e 1171 responsories, and 74 unique to the Divine Office),
e 974 Scripture readings, not including psalms 308 versicles,
and canticles, 297 hymns,
e 646 Second Readings for the Office of 279 sets of intercessions, and
Readings, 206 hagiographical introductions of the saints,
along with well over a thousand individual rubrics and headings scattered across the four volumes.

Because of this unique process, the final vote of the bishops in November 2024 did not immediately result in a
completed manuscript as with other liturgical books. Over the months that followed, the Secretariat was tasked
with assembling a complete, four-volume book to be submitted to the Holy See for confirmation. To accomplish
this, the tables used for organizing the texts as part of the original review and modification process were compiled
into a database with every single piece of text in Latin and English given a unique identification code, and a series
of spreadsheets were drawn up to specify the order in which every text should be placed in the breviary. A
program was then created to “pull” texts from the database, format them, and place them into a completed
manuscript. This process ensured that during the Secretariat’s editorial review, all corrections could be made in
the database of texts, with those changes then propagating to all instances of that element across all four volumes.

The Secretariat expects that the program it developed will continue to prove useful in future projects. When the
Holy See grants confirmation to the Liturgy of the Hours, Second Edition, any changes required by the Dicastery
can be quickly implemented, reducing any delay to this already long-promised project. The spreadsheets that
provide the layout information can be filtered by day and hour, and can greatly simplify the production of
manuscripts for popular extracts such as Christian Prayer that are accurate and consistent with the text of the full
four-volume set. Preliminary work has already begun to adapt this process for the forthcoming Lectionary for
Mass in English and Spanish so as to reduce the time needed to produce final manuscripts for those works.

Conclusion

The Committee on Divine Worship and its Secretariat continue to make publication plans for the Liturgy of the
Hours, Second Edition, including drawing up timelines and approving the publishers of the four-volume edition.
The final publication phase, however, can only begin after confirmation by the Dicastery for Divine Worship and
the Discipline of the Sacraments. One possible timeline that projects confirmation by the end of this year could
result in printed books in 2027 and 2028. A longer wait for confirmation will necessarily mean that volumes are
printed later. Nevertheless, the USCCB is actively preparing for a fruitful implementation of the Divine Office for
both clergy and lay faithful, so that the praise of God may continue without ceasing among all his people.

Roxana F. Hall Appointed as Secretariat Multicultural Specialist

The Secretariat of Divine Worship welcomed Mrs. Roxana Fernandez Hall on May 12, 2025 as its new
Multicultural Specialist, a position specializing in Spanish-language liturgy. Her education and professional
experience are in bilingual education (Spanish/English), with a B.A. in Education from Sam Houston State
University in Houston, Texas. She previously served as the facilitator of ministry and sacramental preparation for
the Hispanic community at Our Lady of Sorrows Church in Takoma Park, Maryland.

Hall now serves as staff liaison to the Subcommittee on Divine Worship in Spanish, which is presently engaged in
work on the Leccionario, Ritual de la Penitencia, and other liturgical texts and guidelines. She also works on the
Spanish translation of various documents and webpages for the Secretariat. Her experience and expertise should
prove invaluable to the Secretariat’s ongoing support of the USCCB.
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Liturgical Considerations for All Saints Day and All Souls’ Day 2025

In 2025, the Solemnity of All Saints on November 1 falls on a Saturday, with the Commemoration of All the
Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day) taking place on the following Sunday, November 2. The Secretariat of Divine
Worship reminds all concerned about the situation regarding the correct Mass and Office to be used during
November 1-2.

Both All Saints Day and All Souls’ Day are ranked at no. 3 on the Table of Liturgical Days. Thus, on Friday
evening, October 31, Evening Prayer I of All Saints is celebrated. On Saturday, November 1, both Morning and
Evening Prayer II of All Saints Day are celebrated, though for pastoral reasons where it is the custom, Evening
Prayer II may be followed by Evening Prayer for the Dead. For Sunday, November 2, the Office for the 31st
Sunday in Ordinary Time is said, especially in individual recitation; the Office of the Dead may be used, however,
if Morning or Evening Prayer is celebrated with the people (see Liturgy of the Hours, vol. IV, Proper of Saints,
November 2).

On Friday evening, Masses are those of the day since All Saints Day is not a day of precept this year and thus
may not be anticipated. On Saturday evening, any normally scheduled anticipated Masses should be for All Souls’
Day. (If desired for pastoral reasons, a Mass of All Saints Day outside the usual Mass schedule may be celebrated
on Saturday evening.) The following chart may be helpful in this regard:

Date Evening Mass Liturgy of the Hours
Saturday, November 1, 2025 All Souls Morning & Evening Prayer II of All Saints
(anticipated) (EP of the Dead optional after EP II of All Saints)
Sunday, November 2, 2025 All Souls Individual recitation: Morning & Evening Prayer 11
of 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Celebrated with the people: Office of the Dead

Since Saturday is a common day for the celebration of Marriage in the United States, it should also be noted that
Ritual Masses are forbidden on All Saints Day (General Instruction of the Roman Missal [GIRM], no. 372).
While the Ritual Mass for the Celebration of Marriage is forbidden, the Mass of the day with the ritual itself and
the nuptial blessing could be celebrated. Alternatively, the Order of Celebrating Matrimony without Mass could
also be used if the celebration of Marriage is to take place on this day. (Ritual Masses are also forbidden on All
Souls’ Day.) As a reminder, All Saints Day is not a holy day of obligation this year, owing to the 1992 decision of
the USCCB abrogating the precept to attend Mass when November 1 falls on a Saturday or Monday. Therefore,
funeral Masses may be celebrated on this day (see GIRM, no. 380).

NOW AVAILABLE

The Order of
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