
THE ORDINATION OF DEACONS

Vesting with the Diaconal Stole and Dalmatic 
(Chapter III, nos. 209 and 237)

ORDINATION OF SEVERAL DEACONS 137

The Handing On of the Book of the Gospels

208. After the Prayer of Ordination, all sit. The Bishop receives the miter. 
The newly ordained rise and some of the assisting Deacons or other min-
isters put a stole on each of the newly ordained in the manner proper to a 
Deacon and vest each with a dalmatic.

209. Meanwhile, the following antiphon may be sung with Psalm 84 (83):

Mode 8
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Or, another appropriate liturgical song with a similar theme to the antiphon 
may be sung, especially when Psalm 84 (83) has been used as the Responso-
rial Psalm in the Liturgy of the Word.
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Psalm 84 (83)

2 How lovely is your dwelling place, *
O Lord of hosts.

3 My soul is longing and yearning *
for the courts of the Lord.

My heart and my flesh cry out *
to the living God. R.

4 Even the sparrow finds a home, *
and the swallow a nest for herself

in which she sets her young, at your altars, *
O Lord of hosts, my king and my God.

5 Blessed are they who dwell in your house, *
forever singing your praise. R.

6 Blessed the people whose strength is in you, *
whose heart is set on pilgrim ways.
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138 CHAPTER III

7 As they go through the Baca Valley, †
they make it a place of springs; *
the autumn rain covers it with pools. R.

8 They walk with ever-growing strength; *
the God of gods will appear in Zion.

9 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
give ear, O God of Jacob. R.

10 Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; *
look on the face of your anointed.

11 One day within your courts *
is better than a thousand elsewhere.

The threshold of the house of my God *
I prefer to the dwellings of the wicked. R.

12 For the Lord God is a sun, a shield; *
the Lord will give us his favor and glory.

he will not withhold any good *
to those who walk without blame.

13 O Lord of hosts, how blessed *
is the man who trusts in you! R.

The Glory be to the Father is not said. The psalm is interrupted, however, 
and the antiphon repeated after all of the newly ordained have been vested 
with the dalmatic.

210. Wearing diaconal vestments, the newly ordained go to the Bishop. 
Each of the newly ordained kneels before the Bishop, who places the Book 
of the Gospels into his hands, while saying to each one:

Receive the Gospel of Christ, 
whose herald you have become.
Believe what you read, 
teach what you believe, 
and practice what you teach.

211. Lastly, the Bishop gives each of the newly ordained the fraternal kiss, 
saying:

Peace be with you.
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