
THE DEDICATION OF A CHURCH IN WHICH SACRED CELEBRATIONS 
ARE ALREADY REGULARLY TAKING PLACE

Incensation of the Altar and the Church, third option
(Chapter III, no. 28)
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I give thanks to your name *
  for your merciful love and your faithfulness.

For you have exalted over all *
  your name and your promise.
3 On the day I called, you answered me; *
  you increased the strength of my soul. R.

4 All earth’s kings shall thank you, O Lord, *
  when they hear the words of your mouth.
5 They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, *
  “How great is the glory of the Lord!” R.

6 The Lord is high, yet he looks on the lowly, *
  and the haughty he knows from afar. R.

Or:
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Psalm 138 (137)
1 I thank you, Lord, with all my heart; *
  you have heard the words of my mouth.

In the presence of the angels I praise you. *
2   I bow down toward your holy temple. R.

I give thanks to your name *
  for your merciful love and your faithfulness.

For you have exalted over all *
  your name and your promise.
3 On the day I called, you answered me; *
  you increased the strength of my soul. R.

4 All earth’s kings shall thank you, O Lord, *
  when they hear the words of your mouth.
5 They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, *
  “How great is the glory of the Lord!” R.

6 The Lord is high, yet he looks on the lowly, *
  and the haughty he knows from afar. R.

Or another appropriate chant may be sung.

The Lighting of the Altar and the Church

29. After the incensation, several ministers wipe the table of the altar with 
cloths and, if necessary, cover it with a nonporous linen cloth. They then 
cover the altar with a cloth and, as circumstances suggest, decorate it with 
flowers. They arrange in a suitable manner the candlesticks with candles 
needed for the celebration of Mass, and, if necessary, the cross.

30. After this, the Deacon goes to the Bishop who, while standing, gives 
the Deacon a small lighted candle and says aloud:

Let the light of Christ shine brightly in the Church,
that all nations may attain the fullness of truth.

Then the Bishop sits. The Deacon goes to the altar and lights the candles for 
the celebration of the Eucharist.
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