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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
COPTIC CHURCH OF EGYPT IS THEME OF THE

ORIENTAL ORTHODOX/ROMAN CATHOLIC DIALOGUE

WASHINGTON-The principles which underlie the relationship of the
Roman Catholic Church with the Coptic Church of Egypt were among
the main discussion points at the meeting of the Oriental .
Orthodox/Roman Catholic dialogue in the United States. The
dialogue has been underway in this country for the past fourteen

years.

The meeting was held in New York last week under the
leadership of Bishop Howard Hubbard of Albany and the Most
Reverend John Meno of the Syrian Orthodox Archdiocese.

Co-sponsored by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops'
Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, the dialogue
includes the Syrian Orthodox, Ethiopian Orthodox, Coptic
(Egyptian) Orthodox, and Armenian Orthodox Churches'
jurisdictions in this country.

Through the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian
Unity, the Roman Catholic Church has international relationships
with this family of churches, especially with the Syrian
Orthodox, in both the Middle East and India and the Coptic Church
of Egypt. But the dialogue is considered unique in this country
in that in brings all of these churches together in direct

conversation with Roman Catholic counterparts.

The themes of this meeting centered around the principles of
Roman Catholic relationship with the Coptic Church of Egypt.
Father John Long of the Pontifical Russian College in Rome
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their communities exist side by side, as 1n the Unlitea sStates.
By extension, the principles enunciated in this dialogue inform
Roman Catholic relationships to other Oriental Orthodox Churches

in full communion with the Copts.
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