RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF PARENTS

As a result, with their parents leading the way by edarand family Prayer, children
and indeed everyone gathered around the family hearthndlbfreadier path to human
maturity, salvation and holiness. Graced with the diganity office of fatherhood and
motherhood, parents will energetically acquit themsebdfea duty which devolves
primarily on them, namely education and especially ialigjeducation. GS, #48)

Parents should regard as their proper mission the tas&nsimitting human life and
educating those to whom it has been transmitted. Th@yld realize that they are
thereby cooperators with the love of God the Creatudl,are, so to speak, the
interpreters of that love.GS #50)

Children should be so educated that as adults they daw fileir vocation, including a
religious one, with a mature sense of responsibility amdctioose their state of life; if
they marry, they can thereby establish their fanmlfavorable moral, social and
economic conditions. Parents or guardians should by pradeite provide guidance to
their young with respect to founding a family, and the yoaunght to listen gladly. At
the same time no pressure, direct or indirect, shoaijolib on the young to make them
enter marriage or choose a specific partn@s, ¢52)

The right and duty of parents to give education is essesitiae it is connected with the
transmission of human life; it is original and primavrigh regard to the educational role
of others, on account of the uniqueness of the lovingigakhip between parents and
children; and it is irreplaceable and inalienable, and thiexéncapable of being entirely
delegated to others or usurped by otheF, ¢36)

In addition to these characteristics, it cannot igdtien that the most basic element, so
basic that it qualifies the educational role of pasens parental love, which finds
fulfillment in the task of education as it completa®l perfects its service of life: as well
as being a source, the parents’ love is also the aingnatinciple and therefore the norm
inspiring and guiding all concrete educational activity, @nng it with the values of
kindness, Constancy, goodness, service, disintereste@mel self-sacrifice that are the
most precious fruit of love.FC, #36)

By means of the reciprocal personal gift of self, prograat exclusive to them, husband
and wife tend towards the communion of their beingsview of mutual personal
perfection, to collaborate with God in the generatiad aducation of new lives.HY,
#8)
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Of its nature, perfect married life means also thepleta self-sacrifice of the parents on
behalf of their children, and love of husband and wifgsirstrength and tenderness is an
essential need for the most earnest care of the @hddhe guarantee that this care will
be taken. (Pius XllAllocution to Midwives, October 29, 1951)

It is therefore the duty of parents to create a faratiyjosphere inspired by love and
devotion to God and their fellow-menGEF, #3)

As it is the parents who have given life to their claildron them lies the gravest
obligation of educating their family. They must therefdo® recognized as being
primarily and principally responsible for their educationheTrole of the parents in
education is of such importance that it is almost imptsdo provide an adequate
substitute. GE, #3)

The fecundity of conjugal love cannot be reduced solelheoprocreation of children,
but must extend to their moral education and their spiriftormation. “The role of
parents in education is of such importance that it nsoal impossible to provide an
adequate substitute.” The right and duty of parents to edubatr children are
primordial and inalienable.CCC, #2221)

Parents must regard their children as children of Godespkct them as human persons.
Showing themselves obedient to the will of the Fatiheheaven, they educate their
children to fulfill God’s law. CCC, #2222)

Parents have the first responsibility for the educatiotheir children. They bear witness
to this responsibility first by creating a home whéeederness, forgiveness, respect,
fidelity, and disinterested service are the rule. hbme is well suited for education in
the virtues. This requires an apprenticeship in self-desgaind judgment, and self-
mastery - the preconditions of all true freedom. Rarehould teach their children to
subordinate the “material and instinctual dimensionanterior and spiritual ones.”
Parents have a grave responsibility to give good exarogleetr children. By knowing
how to acknowledge their own failings to their childreniepés will be better able to
guide and correct them:

He who loves his son will no spare the rod....He wisziplines his son will
profit him.

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring thye in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord.CCC, #2223)

Through the grace of the sacrament of marriage, pareogsve the responsibility and
privilege of evangelizing their children. Parents stidaoitiate their children at an early
age into the mysteries of the faith of which they thiee “first heralds” for their children.
They should associate them from their tenderest ywabsthe life of the Church. A
wholesome family life can foster interior dispogitsothat are a genuine preparation for a
living faith and remain a support for it throughout ondés [(CCC, #2225)
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The spouses have the inalienable right to found a faanidiyto decide on the spacing of
births and the number of children to be born, taking fatbconsideration their duties
towards themselves, their children already born, thmiljaand society, in a just
hierarchy of values and in accordance with the objectisealhrorder which excludes
recourse to contraception, sterilization and abortiqithe Holy SeeCharter of the
Rights of the Family, October 22, 1983, 3)

Since they have conferred life on their children, parbatge the original, primary and
inalienable right to educate them; hence they...haweigint to educate their children in
conformity with their moral and religious convictiortaking into account the cultural
traditions of the family which favor the good and thendig of the child; they should

also receive from society the necessary aid and assestto perform their educational
role properly. (The Holy Se€harter of the Rights of the Family, October 22, 1983, 5)

Parents are well aware that living conjugal chastity gedwes is the most valid premise
for educating their children in chaste love and in hotinafslife. (PCF,The Truth and
Meaning of Human Sexuality: Guidelines for Education Within the Family, December 8,
1995, #20)

Education is the parents’ domain insofar as their educdtitesk continues the
generation of life; moreover, it is an offering détr humanity to their children to which
they are solemnly bound in the very moment of celelgaheir marriage. (PCHhe
Truth and Meaning of Human Sexuality: Guidelines for Education Within the Family,
December 8, 1995, #23)

Parents should be capable of giving their children, wheassary, a positive and serene
explanation of the solid points of Christian moralispuch as, for example, the
indissolubility of marriage and the relationship betwks@ and procreation, as well as
the immorality of premarital relations, abortionnt@ception and masturbation. (PCF,
The Truth and Meaning of Human Sexuality: Guidelines for Education Within the
Family, December 8, 1995, #102)

It...should be stressed that the education of children a&md duty and a shared task of
the parents, both father and mother: it requires warahbseness, dialogue and example.
In the home parents are called to represent the gooérHattheaven, the one perfect
model to inspire them. (John Paul Djscourse to the Participants of the Plenary
Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Family: The Paternity of God and Paternity in

the Family, June 4, 1999, #4)

Parents must organize to resist efforts by the Stheemedia or population control
groups that present erroneous models of sex education edmalpt their children. (The
Second International Theological Pastoral Congresseafecond World Meeting of the
Holy Father with FamiliesThe Family: Gift, Promise, and Hope for Humanity, October
3, 1997, #3.9)
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